
        OPENING OF FETTERANGUS HALL AND INSTITUTE 

Fetterangus held high holiday yesterday, the occasion being a sale of work in connection with 

the public opening of the new hall and Chalmers’ Institute. The new building, which is erected 

at the south end of the village, almost opposite the Public Schools, is neat in design, and is a 

decided ornament to the village. Rev Andrew Chalmers, Wakefield, performed the opening 

ceremony. He is a native of the district, and has given handsomely towards the building fund, 

the equipment of the institute, and the purchase of books. About 400 volumes have been provided, 

but before winter this number will be largely increased. All the shops and places of business 

in the village were closed yesterday. 

                                                             THE HALL 

The hall is constructed to contain an audience of about 300; and, although the interior has 

not been quite finished, its condition now shows that it will be commodious and have a hand- 

some appearance. There have been placed as fixtures in the hall, in carved work, several 

interesting and unique representations. At the back of the platform there is a model of the  

old village drum, which was used for generations to waken people in the morning and  

indicate that the weather was fine, and serve as a signal for public announcements. 

Unfortunately the real drum was broken up a few years ago. The reproduction is by Miss 

Masters, Wakefield, and is made from a block of canary wood, and is so realistic as to deceive 

even a practised drummer. Another village relic is the horn which was blown on wet mornings  

to let the people know that they need not get up for agricultural labour, as the weather was  

unsuitable. It was in the possession of Mr Farquhar, joiner Fetterangus, and has been presented  

by him. It (the real horn) has been hung below the drum, and both serve as memorials of the  

olden time. One specially fine feature of the hall is a series of panels places in front of the gallery.  

They are done in poker work by Miss Fanny Booth, a talented young artist in Wakefield. In the  

centre is a large panel representing “Wisdom,” with the motto in scroll work – “Get Wisdom; she  

is thy life” On one side is the figure of Hygeia, and on the other that of Peace, symbolising the  

fact that health and peace are the concomitants of Wisdom. The two staple industries of the  

district – agriculture and horticulture – are represented by a Ceres and Flora, while the aims  

of the institute are emblematically illustrated by figures of Science and Arts. On one side of the  

walls of the institute is one of the rare engravings of Mr Gladstone’s first Cabinet, which has been  

presented by Mr Chalmers. 

                                                     THE OPENING CEREMONY 

There was a large attendance of the public at the opening ceremony at eleven o’clock yesterday. 

Among those present were – Rev. Alex. Lawson, Old Deer; Mr & Mrs Ainslie, Taitswell;  

Dr Alexander, Old Deer; Mr Pozzi, Mintlaw; Mr Davidson, Newton of Kinmundy; Mr Johnstone,  

merchant; Mr Michie, I.R., Old Deer, Mr John Milne, merchant; Mr and Mrs Taylor, Toux;  

Mr L.M. Gibb, Aberdeen; Mr Smith, Nether Cabra; Mr J Craig Watt; Mr Angus, Little Toux;  

Mr Lamb, Cairnorchies; Mr Wilson, Mill of Clackriach (clerk of works); Mr Morrison, Aberdeen; 

&c. 

The stallholders and assistants were:- 

No1 Stall – Mrs Scorgie, with Mrs Chalmers, Miss Adie, Miss Watt, Miss Ross, Miss Ritchie and 

Miss Michie. No2 – Mrs Milne, with Miss Logan Miss Chalmers, Miss Dolly Chalmers, and 

Miss Lamb. No3 – Mr Scorgie, teacher. No4 – Miss Johnstone, with Miss Angus, Miss Scorgie, 

Miss Elise Farquhar, Mrs Birnie and Mrs Davidson. Refreshment Stall – Mrs Chives, Middleton 

of Rora, with Miss Cardno, Burnmill; Miss Chives, Longside; and Misses Chives, Middleton of 

Rora. 

Mr Scorgie briefly asked Mr Chalmers to open the hall and the sale of work at the same time. 

Mr Chalmers, who was received with applause, said they were met there that day under different 

auspices from their last meeting, when the memorial stone was laid, in October. They were then 



under a blustering sky, which indeed seemed to damp their courage as to the new enterprise. But 

seven months had passed, and there was a wonderful transformation. He thought that even those 

who were the most disheartened then were now surprised at Fetterangus having their dream 

fulfilled. The building was still in a crude condition, without its ornamental glass and its finishing 

coat of paint; but when it was finished it would be such a hall as ought to satisfy the most 

fastidious man or the most exacting citizen in Fetterangus and the district. (Applause.) Some 

might say it was just a little too good, but he was strongly of the opinion that it could not be too 

good for Fetterangus. (Applause.) He believed it meant the life of the village. Fetterangus may 

have dwindles away, and the railway gone at some distance from them; but Fetterangus, although 

it had the name of burying people, and its gravedigger was always wrapping up some good 

acquaintance in clay, had no intention of burying itself – (applause) – or of giving up the ghost. It 

was, he thought, one of the most charming spots in the district; Buchan was famous for its 

excellent air and water; these they had all around them. They in England had an atmosphere 

clouded with smoke. Instead of dwindling away Fetterangus should now take a fresh lease of life. 

The new building formed a really handsome hall & institute. The hall would be their meeting 

place; it would serve all the people – 300 in the village and 900 round about – and that was why 

they had made it so capacious. He hoped the hall would often be filled, not merely on special 

occasions, but on ordinary occasions. They intended to connect with it a number of agencies 

bearing the common name of the Chalmers Institute. Their committee had asked that his name be 

associated with it and he was delighted to accept their invitation. (Applause.) When he came to 

Fetterangus now, he should really feel that he was coming home. (Applause.) He never had very 

much connection with Fetterangus before, but now he felt that he had a stake in the place. He had 

sometimes felt ambitious to have a feu and to enjoy the full rights of citizenship. (Laughter and 

applause.) He hoped the hall would be used not only on festive gatherings, and gatherings for 

recreation, but that it would be used for social elevation and mental culture. (Applause.) He then 

proceeded to explain the panels in the front of the gallery, and said wisdom, health and peace 

made up the sum of human happiness. He would like not merely the usual debating society but 

something similar to the “Paxton Society”, where they could study gardening, forestry and 

botany. Such a society would be most useful in Fetterangus, because it was rather lacking in 

flowers. Perhaps also an interest would now be taken in the antiquarian history of Buchan, 

because there was a whole mine of wealth in that direction. There might also be a small 

geological class, there might be a ladies’ class, and there might be classes for dairy work. 

Mr Chalmers then declared the hall open and handed over the key to Mr Scorgie as representing 

the trustees and committee (Applause.) He also formally declared the institute founded by using 

the seal for the first time. It had upon it “Chalmers Institute, Fetterangus” with the motto “More 

light”, under a rising sun. The motto was emblematic of what the world was coming to, and he 

hoped the seal would be a thing of “beauty and a joy” to them, as representing the institute. 

(Applause.) Mr Chalmers printed off and distributes specimens of the seal to the audience. 

Mr Chalmers said his next duty was to formally found the library. There were hopes that the 

library would come to be something great in a few years. But time was precious, and he thought 

the better way was to let the library spring into life at once. It had been a great pleasure to him to 

hand over nearly 500 volumes to begin with. (Applause.) Nearly 400 were stored in the 

schoolhouse, and a considerable number more was being selected. He hoped that the novels 

would not be the only books read, but that more solid literature would be turned to account. He 

also hoped that it would rapidly grow and reach 1000 volumes. The volume he had selected to 

found the library was “The Life of Rev. John Skinner”, the author of “Tullochgorum” 

(Applause.) He had a double interest in him, not only from his admirable character and his 

striking individuality and his contribution to literature, but his (Mr Chalmers’s) maternal 

grandfather and grandmother were adherents, and used to stand at Linshart during the persecution 



days, sometimes up to their knees in snow, while Mr Skinner preached out a little window. 

(Applause.) After their death Mr Skinner adopted one of his (Mr Chelmer’s) uncles. He also had 

in his possession a very rare volume of a life of John Skinner, published immediately after his 

death, and he intended later on to present that to the library as a treasure. He then declared the 

library founded. (Applause.) 

Mr Chalmers afterwards, in a few words, declared the sale of work open. 

Mr Johnston, merchant, proposed a hearty vote of thanks to Mr Chalmers for the substantial help 

he had given them. (Applause.) 

Mr John Milne, merchant, seconded, and the vote was accorded with great enthusiasm. 

Mr Chalmers in reply said his best reward would be that they make a good use of the hall and 

institute. 

The sale was commenced. At intervals music was played by several ladies connected to the sale 

of work. 

In the evening a well-attended concert was given, at which part songs were rendered by a select 

choir, and solos, duets, &c were given by Peterhead ladies and gentlemen, viz:- Mrs Knox, 

Misses McKenzie, Dalrymple and Emma Anderson; and Messrs J Anderson, J Burnett, G 

Duncan, J Knox and W. Knox. Readings were given by Miss Stevens, Public Library.  Miss 

McEachran L.R.A.M., was the accompanist. 

After the concert a pyrotechnic display took place and a dance followed. 

 

[Taken from “The Aberdeen Journal, Tuesday, May 5, 1896] 


